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marked reluctance to give copies or allow the papers to be seen by      i g 53
anyone, his Highness thought advisable to write to the Sultan and       -----
get his Majesty's sanction.    I   am requested by his Highness to     /ET. 66 assure your lordship that on Sunday, the latest on Monday, you will be furnished with copies of the papers in question.
Before concluding I think it incumbent upon me to tell your lordship confidentially that the great objection of Rif at Pasha to let you have those papers is, that Mr. Argyropoulos repeated to him over and over again that, were a single paper, communicated to the Porte by Prince Menshikov, to be given to any embassy, and especially to your lordship, such a proceeding would be considered as a breach of faith, and the consequence would be a suspension of relations.
By degrees, under the protecting influence which now emanated from the British Palace, the Turkish ministers revealed the full details of the Russian project On 11 April Lord Stratford was able to transmit the substance of it to his Government. He was also in personal communication with Prince Menshikov, and, as Mr. Kinglake says, he " did not fail to deal with him tenderly : and for several days the i. 133 Prince had the satisfaction of imagining that the imperious and overbearing Englishman of whom they were always talking at St. Petersburg was become very gentle in his presence. The two ambassadors, without being yet in negotiation, began to talk with one another of the matters which were bringing the peace of the world into danger. They spoke of the Holy Places. Far from seeming to be hard or scornful in regard to that matter, Lord Stratford was full of deference to a cause which, whether it was founded on error or on truth, was still the honest heart's desire of fifty millions of pious men. . . . Where he could do so with justice, he admitted the fairness of the Russian claims." Naturally the Prince's tone became " considerably softened" under this soothing influence ; they even touched upon the " ulterior E P. I. demands/3 and Menshikov " sought to attenuate their extent j^ rfl and effect; but I drew a clear line of distinction," reported the Englishman, " between the confirmation of special points already stipulated by treaty, and an extension of influence having the virtual force of a protectorate to be exercised exclusively by a single foreign Power over the most important